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(54) PRODUCTION OF ALPHA-ARYLPROPIONIC ACID 

(5 7) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain the titled compound for 

antiphlogistics, analgesic, antipyretic, etc., in good 

yield, by reacting an aryl compound such as 6-methoxy- — 

2- acetonaphthene, etc., with a haloform (e.g. 

chloroform, etc.) under a basic condition using an 

excess phase-transfer catalyst and then reducing the 

reaction product. 

CONSTITUTION: A compound (e.g. 6-methoxy-2- 
acetonaphthene, etc.) expressed by formula I (Ar is aryl) 
is reacted with a haloform (e.g. chloroform, etc.) under 
a basic condition in the presence of a phase-transfer 
catalyst (e.g. benzyltrimethylammonium-chloride, etc.) 
expressed by formula II (R f is alkyl; R is benzyl or 
alkyl; X is halogen or sulfate) used in an excess amount 
of l.SmoL, preferably 1.8W3.0mol. based on the 
compound expressed by formula I and the resultant 
reaction product is then reduced to advantageously 
provide A-arylpropionic acid (e.g, 2-methoxy-6- 
naphtylalkanoic acid, etc.) expressed by formula III on 
an industrial scale. 
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